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A Brief History of LGBT+ Victimization
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MAR 9,  
1969

Howard Efland was brutally beaten and dragged out of the Dover Hotel, where the LAPD con-
tinued to beat him in front of many witness, where Efland died for being gay.1

JUN 28, 
1969 

The police raid the gay bar, Stonewall Inn, and arrest more than a dozen people.  This began 
the infamous Stonewall riots, and what most consider the beginning of the “Gay Movement.”2

JUN 24, 
1973

An arsonist burned the Upstairs Lounge, a gay bar in New Orleans, killing 32 people.3

JUN 21, 
1977

Robert Hillsborough was stabbed 15 times in the head and chest by four attackers yelling 
“faggot,” he died 45 minutes later.4

JUL 5, 
1978

A group of minors armed with baseball bats and tree branches convened on a park known to 
have LGBT individuals, beating randomized people in an attempt to “beat up… homosexuals.”5

NOV 27, 
1978

A double assassination, due to being openly gay, was committed against Harvey Milk and 
Mayor George Moscone, by political rival Dan White at San Francisco City Hall.6

JAN 
1979

Local Baptist minister pays for an anti-gun ad in a newspaper and is accused for causing the 
beating of Tennessee Williams by five teenage boys in Key West.7

SEP 7, 
1979

Robert Allen Taylor was stabbed to death near Loring Park in Minneapolis. A local reporter 
interviewed the murderer from jail and was told, "I don't like gays, okay?"8

OCT 7, 
1979

17-year-old Steven Charles of Newark, New Jersey, was beaten to death in New York City by 
multiple men for being gay.9

JAN 1, 
1982

The beating of Rick Hunter and John Hanson by Minneapolis police outside the Y'all Come 
Back Saloon for being “faggots.”10

NOV 8, 
1982

For being openly gay, Robert Altom died after being attacked by Cecil Corrie Turner outside 
of local bar.11

JUL 7, 
1984

With the reasoning that he was “flamboyantly gay,” an attacker drowned Charlie Howard in 
Bangor, Maine.12
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JUL 9, 
1985

Terry Knudsen was beaten to death by three men in Loring Park in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota.13

MAY 13, 
1988

Rebecca Wight was killed when she and her partner, Claudia Brenner, were shot seven times 
by Stephen Roy Carr while on the Appalachian Trail because he was “enraged by the couple’s 
lesbianism.14

MAY 15, 
1988

Tommy Lee Trimble and John Lloyd Griffin, two gay men, were shot by Richard Lee Bednarski 
in Dallas, Texas. Bednarski was convicted of the murders, but only 30 years instead of life be-
cause the judge concluded they brought it on themselves for being homosexuals and “cruis-
ing the streets for men.”15

JAN, 
1990 

James Zappalorti, a disabled Vietnam veteran, was stabbed to death for being gay.16

JUL 2, 
1990

Julio Rivera was murdered in New York City by two men who beat him with a hammer and 
stabbed him with a knife because he was gay.17

DEC 31, 
1993

Brandon Teena was raped and killed when his police friends found out he was a trans man  
his death would later inspire the movie: Boys Don't Cry.18

MAR 9, 
1995

Scott Amedure was murdered by Jonathan Schmitz, who went and purchased a shotgun 
after Amedure revealed he was attracted to Schmitzwas on The Jenny Jones Show.19

NOV 20, 
1995

Chanelle Pickett, who was a trans, black woman (23), died after her friend, William C Palmer, 
found out she was transgender and beat her to death.20

DEC 4, 
1995

Roxanne Ellis and Michelle Abdill, a lesbian couple, were murdered by Robert Acremant, who 
said he had no compassion for “homosexual people.”21

MAY, 
1996

Julianne Williams, 24, and Lollie Winans, 26, were bound, gagged, and their throats slit. The 
investigation is ongoing to date.22

The Otherside Lounge, a lesbian nightclub in Atlanta, was bombed by Eric Robert Rudolph, 
the "Olympic Park Bomber;" he bombed it because he believed homosexuality to be an “ab-
errant lifestyle.”23

FEB 21, 
1997
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OCT 7, 
1998

Matthew Shepard, a gay student in Laramie, Wyoming, was tortured, beaten severely, tied to 
a fence, and abandoned. He was found 18 hours later and died less than a week after that.24

SEP 22, 
2000

Ronald Gay opened fire in a gay bar, infuriated for what his last name came to be defined as.  
He testified in court, in front of the victims and families of deceased victims, that God told him 
to kill lesbians and gay men as a divinely ordained "Christian Soldier working for my Lord;" his 
only regret is that he did not kill more.25

OCT 3, 
2002

Gwen Araujo, a trans woman, was murdered by at least three men who were charged with 
committing a hate crime. Two were convicted of murder, the third manslaughter; however, 
the jury rejected the hate crime enhancement.26

MAY 12, 
2010

Gay Puerto Rican teen beheaded after being offered drugs in exchange for sex.27

MAY 29, 
2013

Gay black man trying to change his life to “make God happy,” verbally assaulted,  attacked, 
and killed.28

AUG 4, 
2015

Lennox-Choate couple attacked in NYC after marriage.29

FEB 12, 
2018

Betsy DeVos states that the education department will no longer uphold Title IX in regards to 
gender identity. 30

MAR 30, 
2018

A man and his girlfriend are facing life in prison after he got her to rape, sodomize and abuse 
his 11-year-old autistic son because he thought the child was gay.31

JUL 14, 
2018

Anthony Venn-Brown talks about his experience enduring conversion therapy in the 1960s in 
Australia.32

Man charged with assaulting three people because he thought they were gay.33AUG 6, 
2018

AUG 15, 
2018

Transgender girl receives death threats severe enough to cancel classes at her school.34
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